New Life Academy

2nd Grade Writing Standards

Strand 1: The Student Understands and Uses a Writing Process (S1)

Goal 1: Prewrites to Generate Ideas and Plan Writing (G1)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Applies strategies for generating ideas and planning writing
	PO 1: Talks to generate ideas and rehearse writing (e.g., class brainstorm).

PO 2: Uses visual tools for planning (e.g., word web, list, story frame, drawing).

PO 3: Uses multicultural literature (fiction and nonfiction) to stimulate ideas.


Goal 2: Produces Drafts (G2)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Produces multiple grade-level appropriate drafts
	PO 1: Produces a draft of multiple sentences or several paragraphs over time.

PO 2: Uses a plan from prewriting to write a draft.

PO 3: Works on one draft over one to three days.


Goal 3: Revises to Improve Drafts (G3)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Revises text by adding, deleting, substituting, and moving text
	PO 1: Rereads own writing for meaning.

PO 2: Rereads work several times and has a different focus for each reading (e.g., first reading — looking for descriptive words and phrases; second reading —looking for active verbs).

PO 3: Participates in peer conferences (e.g., “Trahn, please read this and help me see if it makes sense.”).

PO 4: Uses adult and peer suggestions to clarify and revise writing.

PO 5: Recognizes overused words and makes substitutions (e.g., whispered for said).


Goal 4: Edits Text (G4)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Applies understanding of editing appropriate for grade level
	PO 1: Identifies and corrects errors in grade level conventions.

PO 2: Uses a simple checklist for editing.

PO 3: Uses spelling lists and a personal dictionary to check accuracy and meaning.


Goal 5: Publishes Text to Share With an Audience (G5)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Publishes in more than one format for specific audiences and purposes
	PO 1: Reads own work aloud

PO 2: Selects format for publishing (e.g., fonts, graphics, photos, colors) to enhance writing.

PO 3: Publishes text in various ways (e.g., posts on wall, reads from author’s chair).


Goal 6: Adjusts Writing Process as Necessary (G6)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Applies understanding of the recursive nature of writing process
	PO 1: Revises at any stage of process.

PO 2: Edits as needed at any stage.

	C2: Uses collaborative skills to adapt writing process
	PO 1: Contributes to different parts of the process when writing a class book (e.g., class develops ideas together, small group or partners collaborate to produce each page).

	C3: Uses knowledge of time constraints to adjust writing process
	PO 1: Works on one draft over several days adjusting work to fit the time

frame.

PO 2: Allots amount of time for each stage of writing process for on-demand writing.


Strand 2: The Student Writes in a Variety of Forms for Different Audiences and Purposes (S2)

Goal 1: Adapts Writing for a Variety of Audiences (G1)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Applies understanding of multiple and varied audiences to write effectively
	PO 1: Writes letters using language appropriate to different audiences (e.g., Dear Officer Jones vs. Dear Mike).

PO 2: Writes instructions for different audiences (e.g., telling kindergarteners how to line up, telling a substitute teacher how to take attendance).


Goal 2: Writes for Different Purposes (G2)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Demonstrates understanding of different purposes for writing
	PO 1: Identifies purpose of writing (e.g., to reflect, to request information).

PO 2: Writes for own purposes (e.g., communicates with friends, reminders to self).

PO 3: Writes to respond to literature in some detail (e.g., connections to self, text, and the world).

PO 4: Writes stories (e.g., fictional narrative).

PO 5: Writes to learn (e.g., science notebooks, class notes, summaries of nonfiction or literary passages).

PO 6: Writes to explain (e.g., tells which grade was a favorite and explains why, explains why a bar graph is a better choice than a pie chart to display data, explains why an apple is a better snack than a candy bar).


Goal 3: Writes in a Variety of Forms/Genres (G3)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Uses a variety of forms/genres
	PO 1: Explains the relationship between form and purpose (e.g., instructions — to explain how to).

PO 2: Maintains a log or portfolio to track variety of forms/genres used.

PO 3: Explains why one form is more appropriate than another.

PO 4: Uses a variety of new forms/genres.

Examples:

~ journals

~ fictional stories

~ instructions (explains how to)

~ graphs

~ rhymes

~ letters


Goal 4: Writes for Practical Tasks (G4)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Writes to perform a practical task
	PO 1: Knows important personal information.

PO 2: Writes personal address and phone messages.


Strand 3: The Student Writes Clearly and Effectively (S3)

Goal 1: Develops Ideas and Organizes Writing (G1)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Analyzes ideas, selects topic, adds detail, and elaborates
	PO 1: Develops list of specific topics for writing (e.g., playing with a pet or

friend).

PO 2:  Selects from a list of specific topics for writing.

PO 3:  Maintains focus on a specific topic (e.g., writes and draws in a science journal about scientific observations such as the life cycle of a plant or animal).

PO 4:  Includes supporting information (e.g., adjectives, explanatory sentences, examples, and personal experiences).

PO 5:  Selects appropriate title for a piece of writing.

	C2: Organizes writing using a logical organizational structure
	PO 1: Groups related ideas, sometimes in paragraphs.

PO 2: Uses transitions frequently (e.g., next, first, after).

PO 3: Organizes narrative chronologically and sequentially.

PO 4: Organizes procedural writing sequentially.

PO 5: Organizes informational writing using categories.


Goal 2: Uses Appropriate Style (G2)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Understands that different audiences and purposes affect writer’s voice
	PO 1: Uses word choice to show emotion and interest.

PO 2: Uses “book language” (e.g., fairy tale language — “once upon a time” or “in a faraway land”).

	C2: Uses language appropriate for a specific audience and purpose
	PO 1: Builds a rich vocabulary through talking, listening, and language

activities.

PO 2: Uses words from environmental print (e.g., stop signs, cereal boxes, logos).

PO 3: Uses classroom resources (e.g., word walls, name charts, labels, other student/teacher-generated resources).

	C3: Uses a variety of sentences
	PO 1: Writes a variety of sentence beginnings (e.g., starts with a prepositional phrase: “After recess, we will start our writing workshop.”).

PO 2: Writes a variety of sentence structures (e.g., “My best friend sat by me at lunch. We talked as we ate our burritos.”).

PO 3: Writes a variety of sentence types (e.g., declarative, imperative, exclamatory, interrogative).

PO 4: Writes poetry with patterns.


Goal 3: Knows and Applies Writing Conventions Appropriate for the Grade Level (G3)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Uses legible handwriting
	PO 1: Maintains consistent size, spacing, and formation in handwriting, especially in published work.

	C2: Spells words appropriate for the grade level accurately
	PO 1: Uses spelling rules and patterns from previous grades.

PO 2: Spells high-frequency words correctly (e.g., said, where, why, when).

PO 3: Uses phonetic approximations for challenging words (e.g., cuzin for cousin).

PO 4: Recognizes and uses grade level appropriate spelling patterns.

Examples:

~ Digraphs (e.g., nt, ng)

~ CVVC words (e.g., nail, bean, main)

~ Two-syllable high-frequency words

(e.g., funny, mother, happy)

PO 5: Indicates words that may be misspelled.

PO 6: Uses spelling resources (e.g., word walls, student dictionaries, high frequency word charts, peers).

PO 7: Develops a personal spelling list.

	C3: Applies capitalization rules
	PO 1: Uses capitalization rules from previous grades.

PO 2: Capitalizes local geographic names (e.g., Okinawa).

PO 3: Capitalizes first word in greeting and closing of a letter.

	C4: Applies punctuation rules
	PO 1: Uses punctuation rules from first grade.

PO 2: Uses comma after greeting and closing of friendly letter.

PO 3: Uses some quotation marks in dialogue.

PO 4: Uses colon when writing time (e.g., 12:30).

PO 5: Uses apostrophes correctly in contractions (e.g., don’t).

	C5: Applies  rules of grammar
	PO 1: Applies usage rules from previous grades.

PO 2: Maintains subject/verb agreement.

PO 3: Maintains consistent tense, especially past tense.

PO 4: Uses standard verb forms in past tense or past participle (e.g., He went home. We were going home.).

PO 5: Uses possessive pronouns (e.g., its, theirs).

PO 6: Uses subject pronouns (e.g., she vs. her).

PO 7: Uses contractions correctly (e.g., won’t, can’t, I’m).

	C6: Uses complete sentences in writing
	PO 1: Uses complete sentences in writing.



	C7: Applies paragraph conventions
	PO 1: Explains that paragraphs begin with indentation or skipped lines.

	C8: Applies conventional forms for citations
	PO 1: Cites sources (e.g., lists titles and authors).


Strand 4: The Student Analyzes and Evaluates the Effectiveness of Written Work (S4)
Goal 1: Analyzes and Evaluates Others’ and Own Writing (G1)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Analyzes and evaluates writing using established criteria
	PO 1: Identifies professional authors’ styles and techniques (e.g., use of details, word choice, voice).

PO 2: Critiques a peer’s writing and supports the opinion using established criteria (e.g., content, organization, style, conventions).

	C2: Analyzes and evaluates own writing using established criteria
	PO 1: Identifies specific strengths in writing (e.g., ideas, organization, word choice).

PO 2: Compares own writing to anchor papers, checklist, or rubric.

PO 3: Chooses written work for a portfolio (e.g., selects pieces from each

unit of study) and justifies the decision with criteria.


Goal 1: Sets Goals for Improvement (G2)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Evaluates and adjusts writing goals using criteria
	PO 1: Confers with teacher to set goals (e.g., make my words more interesting, change the beginnings of sentences, examine transitions for effectiveness, add character description).

PO 2: Sets goals comparing own writing to rubric and anchor papers 

PO 3: Evaluates own use of writing process and sets goals (e.g., “My prewrite helped me because ______.”).

PO 4: Maintains a written log of goals and a portfolio of work.


